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$75,000 OTF GRANT TO IMPLEMENT A CULTURALLY APPROPRIATE ADULT DAY
PROGRAM FOR OLDER ADULTS WITH DEMENTIA
Scarborough, ON – October 20, 2017 – The Jamaican Canadian Association of Nurses and TAIBU
Community Health Centre are pleased to announce that they received a one-year $75,000 Seed
grant from Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) this summer to develop and implement a culturally
appropriate adult day program for those with dementia. On Friday, MPP Raymond Cho and MPP
Mitzie Hunter met with representatives from both groups at Malvern Mall to officially congratulate
them on the grant and implementing the new program.

“I am pleased to see Ontario Trillium Foundation has provided a Seed grant of $75,000 for one year
to develop and implement a culturally appropriate adult day program for those with dementia in our
community and I am very thankful to OTF for this grant. I also want to thank TAIBU Community
Health Centre and the Jamaican Canadian Association of Nurses (JCAN) for bringing their valuable
experience to this program and finding a solution to meet challenges for those affected with
dementia.” – Raymond Cho, MPP for Scarborough-Rouge River
The Dementia Support Project proposes to develop and implement a culturally appropriate Adult
Day program with the aim of establishing best practice service model for seniors of African descent
living with dementia and their caregivers. In 2013, there were 12,300 individuals living with
dementia in the Central East LHIN region Central East LHIN 2016. The period between 2007 and
2013 showed a staggering increase of 60 per cent in people being diagnosed with dementia.
“Seniors have played a significant role in building strong communities and a strong province. With
changing demographics and older adults living longer, it is imperative that we provide resources to
meet their complex care needs and support their care givers. Funded by the Ontario Trillium
Foundation, the Dementia Support Project - a dynamic partnership between the Jamaican
Canadian Association of Nurses and TAIBU Community Health Centre - will provide much-needed
culturally appropriate support services to seniors and their care givers. I am delighted to join these
partners to launch the Dementia Support Project and I encourage the Scarborough community to
participate in this innovative initiative.” – the Hon. Mitzie Hunter, MPP for Scarborough-Guildwood
The OTF Seed grant will help fill this gap in availability in the local vicinity of the neighborhood. The
Dementia Support Project will also establish evidence for best practices in implementing culturally
appropriate adult day recreational activities for seniors with dementia. Funds from the grant will be
used to help with staffing and operational costs to deliver cultural appropriate activities for the
participants. The grant also incorporates funds to conduct evaluation to measure progress but also
establish evidence based practice.
As studies have shown the Black community is two times at a greater risk of developing dementia,
often is impacted by early onset of dementia. Members of the Black community face several
barriers to access mainstream services. A designated culturally specific program, particularly for
seniors and those living with dementia plays a significant role in reducing the barriers.
There are also no adult day programs in the North-East quadrant of Scarborough. The project will
fill the gap in availability in the local vicinity of the neighborhood. The Dementia Support Project will
also establish evidence for best practices in implementing culturally appropriate adult day
recreational activities for seniors with dementia.

Jamaican Canadian Association of Nurses (JCAN) is a registered charity that is committed to
improving healthcare in impoverished communities in Canada and Jamaica. At past charity
fundraising events JCAN has endowed nursing students experiencing financial hardship with a
scholarship towards their tuition and provided recognition including monetary assistance to other
registered charities in Canada with a similar mandate “to meet the needs or marginalized
individuals in the community”. Additionally, we have donated much-needed state-of-the-art medical
equipment to under-funded hospitals in Jamaica.
Our strategic directions over the next five years, includes contributing to the enhancement of a
holistic senior-friendly health and social system that meets the ethno-cultural needs of the Black
community.
TAIBU CHC provides primary health care and related services for Black populations across the
Greater Toronto Area as its priority population and residents of the local community of Malvern.
Recognizing that systemic oppression has fostered conditions of ill-health with Black communities,
we strive to deliver these services through intersectional, equity based and culturally affirming
practices which promote holistic wellness, health education, and prevention.
An agency of the Government of Ontario, the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) is one of
Canada’s largest granting foundations. With a budget of over $136 million, OTF awards grants to
some 1,000 projects every year to build healthy and vibrant Ontario communities. www.otf.ca
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